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Staff Senate Meeting 
August 9, 2012 
Arkansas Union Multi-Cultural Center Lecture Hall 
 
 
Members Present:  Stephanie Adams, Jeremy Battjes, Denise Bignar,  Donnie Blagg, Elizabeth 
Cunningham, Cosmo Denger,  Lisa Frye, Melynda Hart, Roy Hatcher, Natalie Kramer, Jeremy 
McAtee, Chris Nixon, Sarah O’Brien, Eve Owens, Henry Rowe, Sue Donohue Smith, Eric Vaught, 
Trish Watkins 
 
Members Absent:  Mary Coonley, Angela Davis, Lonnie Deavens, Heather England, Michael 
Gibbs, Barbara Lofton, Debbie McLoud, Ryan Miller, Autumn Parker, Eric Specking, Lisa Turner 
 
Guests:  Michele Payne, Richard Ray 
 
I. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Jeremy Battjes at 9:31 a.m. 
II. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adopt the agenda. 
III. Roll Call - Sarah O’Brien 
IV. Scholarship Awards – Michele Payne and Henry Rowe; Michele recognized the 
Scholarship recipients.  
V. Employee of the 4th Quarter Presentations - Kelly Carter; Kelly recognized the Employee 
of the 4th Quarter winners.  Richard Ray of Human Resources made comments to the 
winners.  
VI. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to table the approval of the July minutes 
until next month as the discussion concerning the maternity/paternity leave policy 
discussion was omitted. 
VII. Old Business 
a. Proposed Bylaws Change, Addendum III, A.3, 1st Reading – A motion was made, 
seconded, and approved to table the reading until the September meeting as a 
two-thirds membership was not present.  
b. Maternity/Paternity Leave- Jeremy submitted a summary of our discussion at 
the July retreat to Chancellor Gearhart and Dr. Pederson. 
VIII. Committee reports  
a. Parking, Transit & Safety – Jeremy McAtee; Spoke to Gary Smith and here are 
the current updates: 
i. Dickson Street will hopefully be open by August 17th. 
ii. The new parking garage will be open underneath the new practice fields 
(west of Hyper Building).  
iii. Lot 36 will open soon. This lot will also be used for child drop off and 
pickup and is expected to be congested at 8:00 a.m. and at 4:30 p.m. 
iv. Lot 47 will reopen as a student lot.   
v. Facilities Management has proposed to Mayor Lionel Jordan to close 
Dickson Street west of Harmon Avenue to Garland Avenue Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. during the next two 
semesters.  Facilities Management will have to construct a gate.   
X. Around the Senate 
a.  School starts in a week and a half  
b. Leanna Foshe is resigning from Staff Senate 
c. The observation was made that only half of Senate was in attendance.  There is 
a need to express to other Senators the importance of attending Senate 
meetings. 
XI. The meeting was adjourned at 10:07a.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sarah O’Brien 
 
 
